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This year, also, died the twelve-toed chin-tufted excom-
municated little Christian King Charles VIII of France;
and was succeeded by his cousin Louis XII, a thin man
with a fat neck and lip, and an Ethiopic nose, and exquisite
attire, who immediately made two startling claims—for the
nullification of his marriage with Madame Jeanne de
Valois, and for the confirmation of his claim to the Duchy
of Milan. The Lord Alexander P.P. VI always preferred
friends to enemies; and, now that Charles VIII was gone
to his own place, He gladly welcomed an opportunity of
winning the allegiance of France. A commission of jurists
went from Rome, who, on the legal facts, declared the
marriage between the King and Madame Jeanne to be null
and void. A papal dispensation legalized the marriage of
the Christian King Louis XII and Queen Anne, his pred-
ecessor's widow, whereby her duchy of Bretagne was
retained to the crown of France. The claim to the Duchy
of Milan was a matter which required consideration.
At the Sixth Consistory of the twelfth of September,
1498, the Lord Alexander P.P. VI named one cardinal,
who was
the Lord Georges d'Amboise, Gentleman of the Bed-
chamber to the Christian Kings Charles VIII and
Louis XII; Cardinal-Presbyter of the Title of San
Sisto.
At last, the Pope's Holiness consented to allow Cardinal
Cesare (detto Borgia) to renounce the scarlet cardinalitial
hat and the sapphire cardinalitial ring, for a secular duchy,
a royal wife, and a military career; saying that his presence
among the clergy was sufficient to prevent reformation.1
1 "Una de las mas principals causas que daya, para que el Carde-
nal de Valencia dexasse el capelo era, porque siendo a quel Cardenal,
mientras en la Iglesia estuviesse, era bastante para impedir que no se
hiziesse in reformacion."—Zurita, 126.

